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same as that which had confronted us at Damascus.
Being still convinced that I was right, I hardily
renewed, in a long telegram—which I see with some
confusion that I sent to no less than five addresses—
my old suggestion that we should make use of the
gold we were paying Feisal for the purpose of
establishing the Egyptian note.    Next day I tele-
graphed to the Financial Adviser that it was esti-
mated that there were two million pounds' worth of
English bank-notes in Aleppo, and asked what was
the correct rate of exchange, and whether it should
be published or not.   While I was waiting for the
answer, we heard, on the same day, the wonderful
news   of the   armistice   with   Turkey.   Nothing
mattered now, and I was not unduly downcast by
the very severe answer to my first telegram which
reached me from G.H.Q,. on  the following day.
This said that I was going quite outside my province
in dealing with matters of currency, or communicat-
ing with the Arab Administration in such matters,
and was to cease doing so at once-   The Gom-
mander-in- Chief had decided that the Egyptian note
must be accepted at its face value in accordance
with General Routine Orders, and that gold was
not to be used for army payments.    The telegram
ended,  cc You must not send priority telegrams
AAA.   You should return to Damascus at once."
I returned to Damascus at once, and do not know
to this day what answer was sent to my telegram
about the two million pounds, for a fortnight later
I was on my way to England on a month's leave.
I had never once been west of Port Said all through
the War, nor had I had any leave except my one
month in India in 1918, so I did not hesitate to
apply.

